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2 July 2013 

 

On Saturday 13 July at 7 pm in The Folly, Settle, Professor Richard Hoyle of the University 

of Reading is giving a talk entitled 'The Listers of Gisburn: from Craven Yeomen to the 

House of Lords'.   The talk coincides with the opening of The Folly's latest exhibition 'Family 

Stories', which features material from the archives of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society in 

Leeds.   The Listers of Gisburn, Lords Ribblesdale, are one of the families represented in the 

exhibition. The family became extinct on the death of the fourth Lord in 1925, but their 

presence continues to mark the village. Drawing on the records, Professor Hoyle will 

describe how the family rose from the ranks of yeoman farmers in the 16th century to the 

peerage by the end of the 18th.   On the way they acquired the trappings of nobility - not just 

the house, Gisburne Park - but a considerable art collection.   They commissioned Reynolds' 

famous 'Blue Boy' (the boy being Thomas Lister, first Lord Ribblesdale) and Ward's 'Gordale 

Scar'.   More than anything else, their claim to gentility was represented through landscape 

and Professor Hoyle will describe the creation of their park in the 1730s and 1740s which 

remains visible to this day.  

 

Professor Richard Hoyle is Professor of Rural History in the University of Reading and has 

recently been commissioned to write the quincentennial history of Giggleswick School. 

 

Tickets (£6 including wine and nibbles) to be booked in advance, are available from The 

Folly or on 01729 822893 

 

[Ends] 

 

For more information, please contact: 

 

Anne Read, Hon. Curator  

Tel: (015242) 51388  

 

E-mail: folly@ncbpt.org.uk 

Web: http://www.ncbpt.org.uk/folly 

 

[Note: Image of Gisburn Park below & attached to PDF] 
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