
PARTNERSHIP

The Friends oF The seTTle - Carlisle line

Formed in 1981 to help campaign against British rail’s proposals 
for closure. it is currently active in promoting the line and 

continues to press for improved passenger services.

The seTTle & Carlisle railWaY TrUsT

Formed in 1990 with the aim of restoring and maintaining 
important structures along the line. it purchased the station 
Master’s house at ribblehead and also long leases on three 

operational stations.

seTTle - Carlisle railWaY deVeloPMenT Co.

Formed in 1992 to help promote and support scheduled 
passenger rail services on the line and to encourage 

appropriate development throughout the area served by the 
railway.

The seTTle & Carlisle enTerPrise neTWorK liMiTed

a network of businesses and other stakeholders working to promote communities, the economy and the environment within the area served by the settle-Carlisle line.



THE RAILWAY 
COMES TO 
NORTH CRAVEN

In 1846, at the height of the ‘Railway Mania’ of the mid-1840s, the line from London had been 
extended to Carlisle via Crewe and Lancaster and, more locally, the Leeds and Bradford Railway 
had reached Skipton. 

To fill the gap left in the north Craven area, the North Western Railway Company had been 
formed in 1845 with the aim of linking Skipton by rail to Lancaster via Settle, Clapham, Bentham, 
Wennington and the Lune valley, with a branch to Ingleton. 

The station for Settle was located at Giggleswick and the first trains called there on 30 July 1849, 
with the services to Lancaster inaugurated the following June once the remaining stretch of track 
had been completed.

The Midland Railway Company was eager to expand northwards from its base in Derby and made 
arrangements with various other railway companies to allow its trains to travel over their lines. 
Problems arose in the 1860s, however, with the London and North Western Railway Company 
over the Midland’s Scottish traffic, so much so that after much debate in Parliament, the Midland 
Railway ended up by building its own high-speed, but very costly, route to Scotland over the 
Pennines via Leeds, Settle and Carlisle. 

Work begun on the Settle – Carlisle route in 1869 and continued relentlessly over the roughest 
of terrain across the high Pennines for seven years, being opened to goods traffic in 1875 and to 
passengers in 1876, with the branch down Wensleydale from Garsdale to Hawes finally opening in 
1878.

The line, 72 miles long, and described by Bendict le Vay as “a mad, mountainous, miraculous, 
marvellous, mysterious, mean, moody, magnificent, massive and masterful main-line Midland 
railway”, has captured the imagination of the travelling public for over 135 years. It has faced 
several treats of closure but a successfully mounted campaign in the 1980s ensured that the line 
remained open. Hundreds of millions of pounds have been spent in recent years maintaining its 
mighty engineering works (14 tunnels and 21 viaducts) and it regularly experiences the worst that 
the Pennine weather has to offer.  This exhibition highlights some of the important events in its 
dramatic story.  
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MODEL OF SETTLE STATION

This 4mm scale model of Settle Station in Midland Railway days 
was bequeathed to the Museum of North Craven Life in 1991 by the 
late Norman Wilkinson who constructed it over a number of years 
during the 1950s and 1960s.

Norman Wilkinson was born in Huddersfield in 1907 and was 
a pupil at Giggleswick School from 1922 to 1925. He retained a 
lifelong love of the area and, after moving to the south of England, 
he regularly returned to enjoy many family holidays in Austwick, 
Giggleswick and Settle.

He was a great friend of O. S. Nock (Giggleswick School 1916 – 1921) 
and with him took part in the railway centenary celebrations of 
1976, displaying part of this model at an exhibition at Gallery One in 
The Shambles, Settle.

Mr Norman Wilkinson (left), maker and donor of the model, with Mr O. S. Nock, the distinguished railway 
engineer, historian and author. Settle 1976.



MIDLAND RAILWAY 
1875 - 1922

The Settle-Carlisle line opened for freight traffic on 

2 August 1875. The first passenger trains between London 

St Pancras and Scotland ran on 1 May 1876. 

The new Pullman Cars were a special feature of the new 

Midland Railway services. Until dining car facilities were 

introduced on the trains in 1893, a stop was made at 

Normanton station where refreshments were available.

OPERATING THE LINE

PULLMAN CAR SERVICES

SNOW PLOUGHS AT RIBBLEHEAD Photograph H. Weston

MIDLAND RAILWAY STAFF AT RIBBLEHEAD STATION Photograph H. Weston

BLEA MOOR Showing railway cottages, water tank and former position of signal box on the down side. 
Photograph H. Weston

“GASLIT  MIDLAND” An overnight Scotch express heads out of St Pancras station. A painting by C. Hamilton Ellis

“MIDLAND RAILWAY ELEGANCE” MR No. 1808 and MR No. 181 double-head a southbound express through Settle at 
the beginning of the twentieth century. A painting by J. R. Markland

The Midland Railway introduced the American Pullman carriages in 1876 for use on its express 

services to Scotland and elsewhere. Parlour cars, dining cars and sleeping cars were in regular 

Midland service. These set a standard of luxury rail travel which spread to other companies and 

was to last for well over 100 years. Illustrations from F.S. Williams ‘The Midland Railway – its Rise and 

Progress’ (1878)



LONDON, MIDLAND
& SCOTTISH RAILWAY 
1923 – 1947
On 1 January 1923 over 100 separate railway companies 

were amalgamated into four larger companies (The ‘Big 

Four’), the Midland Railway becoming the largest partner 

in the new London, Midland and Scottish Railway.

The LMS also included the former LNWR and decided 

to make the west coast route between London Euston 

and Scotland the premier route north rather than the 

Midland’s Settle-Carlisle main line, which subsequently 

became a secondary route.

OPERATING THE LINE

This locomotive was the former LNWR Claughton Class No. 2511. Renumbered at the time of the 

Grouping of 1923, it was also the first locomotive to be repainted in the new LMS crimson livery.

It had a chequered career, being damaged in a fatal accident on the Settle-Carlisle line at Culgaith 

in March 1930 and on subsequently being rebuilt, in 1934 it became the first of the new ‘Patriot’ 

Class LMS No. 5500 and was renamed Patriot. LMS No. 5538 was another rebuilt Claughton 

locomotive in this Class and was named Giggleswick after Giggleswick School in 1938.     

Photograph National Railway Museum

LMS No. 5971 CROXTETH “LAST TRAIN HOME” LMS Compound locomotive No. 1006 heads a southbound evening train at Settle in 1947. 
A painting by Trevor Owens 1995

“THAMES-CLYDE EXPRESS” AT ARTEN GILL A Class 2 
locomotive and ‘Jubilee’ double-head this St Pancras to 
Glasgow express in the summer of 1937.
Photograph H. Weston

GANGERS AT WORK IN ARTEN GILL CUTTING 1930s 
The toe wall is being repaired by this team from their 
special wagon. Photograph H. Weston

SELSIDE SIGNAL BOX During World War II this box was 
unique in being operated by three female staff, one of 
whom is shown here. Photograph W. Hubert Foster

CROSBY GARRETT STATION c. 1937 Also to be seen in the 
distance are the signal box, goods shed, cattle dock and 
sidings. Passengers had to cross the lines to reach the down 
platform. This view is looking north. Photograph H. Weston

SCOTCH EXPRESS AT SMARDALE 1939 LMS ‘Patriot’ Class No. 5514 Holyhead and Stanier ‘Black Five’ No. 5042 
pass over Smardale viaduct with an express for Glasgow St Enoch. A painting by J. R. Markland 



BRITISH  RAILWAYS    
1948 – 1994
On 1 January 1948 Britain’s railways were nationalised 

by the post-war Labour government and a long-term 

programme of modernisation was initiated. This was 

introduced in stages but was dogged by many difficulties, 

not least by increased competition from road transport.

The infamous 1963 Beeching Report The Re-shaping 

of British Railways proposed extensive closures of the 

national rail network, including the Settle-Carlisle line. 

The line, however, survived but continued to suffer an 

inevitable decline through lack of investment and reduced 

services. Extensive station closures took effect in 1970, 

culminating in the announcement of total closure in 1983. 
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LEEDS-GLASGOW EXPRESS AT ARTEN GILL - JULY 1973 A BR Class 45 diesel No. 137 The Cheshire Regiment heads the 
regular ten-coach express across Arten Gill viaduct on 28 July 1973. 
Photograph Peter J. Fitton, featured in ‘The Railway Magazine’

FINAL DAYS OF BRITISH RAIL SERVICES AT APPLEBY A two-car Class 156 ‘Super Sprinter’ unit with a Leeds to Carlisle 
train in BR’s Regional Railways livery just prior to privatisation in the early 1990s. Photograph John Brown

SOUTHBOUND EXPRESS AT RIBBLEHEAD 1960s Photograph Robert W. Anderson

“THE THAMES-CLYDE EXPRESS” – SUMMER 1956 Rebuilt ‘Royal Scot’ Class No. 46117 Welsh Guardsman approaches 
Dent station at speed with this popular named train, inaugurated by the LMS in 1927. A painting by J. R. Markland

“THE THAMES-CLYDE EXPRESS” – SUMMER 1973 A diesel locomotive hauls the northbound “TCE” in Upper 
Ribblesdale. Photograph W. R. Mitchell

BR PHOTOGRAPHIC EXCURSION AT DENT STATION 19 APRIL 1975 A six-car diesel multiple unit stops at Dent station 
on a wet April day in 1975 with a ‘Photographic Special’. Photograph British Railways

SOUTHBOUND EXPRESS AT SETTLE STATION 1975 Bags of 
Royal Mail are waiting to be loaded onto this London-
bound express.  The through Glasgow-London services 
over the Settle-Carlisle were withdrawn the following 
year. Photograph British Railways

SNOW PLOUGHS AT GARSDALE Photograph Friends of the 
Settle-Carlisle Line



PRIVATISATION    
1994 – present
The Railways Act of 1993 paved the way for the break up 

of the nationalised rail system into Railtrack (responsible 

for infrastructure, buildings, track and signalling) and 

separate Train Operating Companies who would be 

awarded franchises to run particular passenger services 

across the country from 1994. 

Those affecting the Settle-Carlisle line between Leeds and 

Carlisle were:

 1994 Regional Railways North East (RRNE) continues as  

    the Train  Operating Company (TOC).

 1997 RRNE becomes a subsidiary of MTL and drops the  

    use of the ‘two-way arrow’ logo, although this   

    had by now become the  logo of National Rail.

 1998 September. Northern Spirit (use is made again of  

    the  National Rail logo on coach liveries).

 2001 May. Arriva Trains Northern.

 2004 December. Northern Rail.

 2013 September. Franchise due to be renewed      

    (subsequently extended to April 2014).

 

OPERATING THE LINE

NORTHERN RAIL SPRINTER SERVICE - JANUARY 2010 The line remained open for normal traffic throughout the period of 
heavy snow early in 2010. Photograph Nigel Scaife

“Regional Railways” Class 142 Pacer unit at Skipton station May 2001. John Brown

“Regional Railways” Class 144 Pacer unit forms a Carlisle-Leeds. John Brown

“Northern Spirit” Leeds to Carlisle service at Selside. John Brown

Four-car “Arriva” Sprinter Leeds to Carlisle service at Selside. John Brown

A regular service operated by Arriva Trains ‘top and tailed’ by Class 37 diesel locomotives proved popular with travellers 
and ran for one year between 2003 - 2004 only. Photograph FoSCL Archive



BUILDING THE LINE
The construction of the 72-mile-long line 
between Settle Junction and Petteril Bridge 
Junction at Carlisle was initially awarded 
to four contractors, one of whom was also 
awarded the contract to construct the Hawes 
branch:

Contract No. 1 - 17miles 18 chains 
Settle Junction to Dent Head   
Awarded to John Ashwell of London. He soon 
ran into financial difficulties and the work was 
taken over by the Midland Railway
 
Contract No. 2 - 17 miles 
Dent Head to Smardale viaduct 
Awarded to Messrs Benton & Woodiwiss
 
Contract No. 3 - 15 miles
Crosby Garrett tunnel to Newbiggin    
Awarded to Joseph Firbank
 
Contract No. 4 - 24 miles 
Crowdundle viaduct to Petteril Bridge Junction. 
Awarded to Messrs Eckersley & Bayliss 
 
Contract No. 5 - 6 miles 
Hawes Junction (Garsdale) to Hawes 
Awarded to Messrs Benton & Woodiwiss
 
The estimated cost for all five contracts was 
£1,375,829 but the actual cost proved to 
be almost three times this figure. Building 
commenced in 1869 and only ended in 1878 
when the single line to Hawes was completed. 
All along the line numerous temporary huts 
appeared for the workers and their families. Life 
in these encampments or shanty towns was 
tough and has become legendary. The largest 
shanties were located around Ribblehead and 
Blea Moor, although more than sixty have been 
recorded throughout the length of the line. At 
the height of the construction period in the 
early 1870s, the total workforce was of the 
order of 6000 men, one third of whom were 
working on Contract 1 alone where the heaviest 
engineering works were being carried out. 

Associated with Blea Moor and Rise Hill tunnels 
was a system of tramways and inclined planes 
for the transport of materials and personnel for 
constructional and recreational purposes.    

Bad weather during the first long hard winters 
frequently brought work to a standstill and 
progress was slow, particularly in the more 
mountainous regions. Hard rock, landslides 
and flooding presented constant difficulties; 
accidents and disease took their toll. 
Outbreaks of smallpox at various locations 
in 1871 added to the misery. Most who died 
from accident or disease were buried in local 
churchyards and are recorded for posterity 
in the Parish Registers. Chief amongst these 
was the secluded churchyard of St Leonard’s 
Chapel le Dale, two miles south of Ribblehead, 
where over two hundred navvies and their 
families lie buried, one third of them children. 
Here, the churchyard had to be extended in 
1871 to accommodate the rising toll of burials 
following the smallpox epidemic.

The Settle-Carlisle line was the last main 
line in Britain to be built largely, but not 
entirely, by navvy labour. Use was made of 
dynamite and numerous pieces of steam-
powered machinery for winding, pumping 
and excavating. The newly patented Burleigh 
Rock Drill, using compressed air, aided drilling 
into hard rock and a special brick-making 
machine, designed by Porters of Carlisle, 
was responsible for producing thousands of 
bricks a day at the Sebastopol Brick Works at 
Ribblehead; the bricks were used for lining the 
tunnels and arches of the viaducts.

This unique collection of photographs, 
taken in the early 1870s, shows details of 
many important structures and some of the 
techniques used in the construction of the 
railway. One or two rare photographs also 
include images of the navvies, their children 
and the huts in which they lived during these 
turbulent years.

MOORCOCK RAILWAY COTTAGES NEARING COMPLETION The only 
known photograph depicting navvy children on the Settle-Carlisle line. 

EMBANKMENT AT DANDRY MIRE, GARSDALE Tipping continued for 
many months before it was finally decided to construct a viaduct 
across the boggy ground.

VERTICAL STEAM BOILER A contemporary illustration of the scene at 
the top of a shaft of a tunnel being constructed in the 1870s. 
From ‘The Illustrated London News’ 

“THE STEAM NAVVY” – DECEMBER 1872 This pioneering steam 
excavator was apparently used on stretches of the line in the Eden 
Valley. Notice the use of a vertical boiler.

MOORCOCK BRIDGE, GARSDALE 
An rare photograph showing surveyors at work. 

SMARDALE VIADUCT – AUGUST 1872 A great amount of detail can be seen on these photographs as the piers 
are being built. The viaduct eventually rose 130ft above the stream below, the tallest viaduct on the line.

“THE MUCK WARRIOR” – DECEMBER 1872 
Another view of the “Steam Navvy”.

AIS GILL VIADUCT - 1872 A hand-operated winch 
is in use as the piers begin to rise above the 
foundations.

RIBBLEHEAD VIADUCT – SUMMER 1873 A view from the north towards Ingleborough.

DETAIL OF RIBBLEHEAD VIADUCT – SUMMER 1873 The two chimneys of the Sebastopol Brick Works, the 
loco shed and a shanty town (probably Sebastopol) are clearly visible beyond the viaduct.

DEEP GILL JUNE – 1873 A locomotive with a rake of 
wagons is visible. The parapet has yet to be added.

SHERIFF BROW VIADUCT A locomotive and 
contractor’s wagons on the viaduct which carries 
the railway across the River Ribble for the first 
time north of Settle.

AIS GILL VIADUCT NEARING 
COMPLETION A steam-driven 
crane is in operation here.

PORTABLE STEAM ENGINE The 
location is unknown but this 
rare image shows a portable 
steam engine standing idle 
on the site of some great 
earthworks.

The historic photographs depicted here of the building of the line are reproduced by permission of NVM Digital unless otherwise credited



WASH DAY AT BATTY WIFE HOLE PAY DAY AT BATTY GREEN

INSIDE A NAVVY HUT SATURDAY NIGHT AT BATTY GREEN

LAYING THE TRAMWAY FUNERAL AT ST LEONARD’S, CHAPEL LE DALE

PAINTINGS BY BETTY HARRINGTON

In 1974 the late Betty Harrington was commissioned to produce 
a series of paintings to accompany an exhibition on shanty 

town life during the construction of the Settle-Carlisle railway.

The original six paintings are now on permanent display 
elsewhere in the museum.



RIBBLEHEAD
VIADUCT
In 1981 it was declared that Ribblehead viaduct was beyond 
economic repair and British Rail maintained that a sum in the 
region of £6m would be required to replace it.

Various options were considered, including the construction of: 
  
•    a 24-arch viaduct
•  a 24-column box girder bridge
•  a 12-column box girder bridge
•  a 6-column box girder bridge
•  a 3- and two half-span viaduct (on display here)
•  a solid earth embankment.

Scale models of each were made for consideration in this display 
case, alternative models being slotted into place through a hatch 
on the right hand side. Unfortunately, most of these models were 
vandalised in 2006 when the display case went on public show at 
Settle station.

Happily, trial repairs in 1988 on some of the twenty four arches 
of the original viaduct showed that the entire structure could be 
repaired at an affordable cost. Once it had been decided to keep 
the line open, a waterproof membrane was added to the decking 
in October 1989 and all the piers received detailed attention and 
repair. Similar repairs were carried out on other large viaducts 
such as those at Dent Head, Arten Gill and Smardale, all of the 
work being completed by the end of 1991.     



EXPORT OF 
LOCAL PRODUCE 
AND MATERIALS

Although conceived primarily as a high-speed route for Anglo-
Scottish traffic, the Settle and Carlisle line was able to serve many 
of the local communities along the way by means of local stopping 
trains for passengers and the haulage of goods and parcel traffic. 

At various times the line has generated a considerable income by 
serving local quarries and other industries but in the 21st century 
the only material now exported is the timber being felled from 
various local forestry enterprises. Desulphogypsum, a by-product 
from the removal of sulphur dioxide from the emissions of coal-fired 
power stations such as Drax, is delivered in large quantities and 
used in the production of plaster products at the Kirkby Thore works 
of British Gypsum. All other freight trains seen on the line today 
regularly carry huge quantities of raw materials from outside the 
area, thereby relieving the pressure on busy main roads.

Movements of materials and produce for which the line has been 
used in the past are shown on the adjacent map. Most of the 
enterprises shown were served by their own private sidings.
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MILK for London 
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Helwith Bridge/Yorkshire ‘Granite’ Co. 
Sunnybank Quarry                          
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Howe & Co. Sidings                                                 
HOWE’S/COCKLAKE’S/GOTHAM’S                             

ALABASTER WORKS 

Lonsdale’s Siding/Carlisle Brick & Tile Co.         
BRICKS & TILES 

INDUSTRIES USING THE RAILWAY FOR THE EXPORT OF LOCAL PRODUCE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Lazonby Station Goods Yard  
LIVESTOCK                          

TIMBER 

Laporte Chemical Co.                            
Silverband Mine Siding                                     

BARYTES 



SETTLE - CARLISLE 
CENTENARY
From 1973 until 1976 a sub-committee of the then Settle and 
District Civic Society worked closely with British Rail, local 
councils, schools and many other bodies to celebrate the double 
centenaries of the opening of the Settle-Carlisle line, firstly, in 
August 1975 for the centenary of the commencement of freight 
traffic and then, on 1 May 1976, the centenary of the opening of 
the line to passengers.

A periodic Newsletter was produced which gave details of all 
events planned at places along the line. Exhibitions, public 
meetings and entertainments took place and a wide range of 
souvenirs was produced. The culmination of the celebrations 
was on Saturday 1 May 1976 when British Rail ran several special 
excursions, including a steam-hauled special from Carnforth 
to Hellifield comprised of vintage coaches and hauled by the 
locomotives Flying Scotsman and Hardwicke. The Midland 
Railway’s Compound No. 1000 from the National Railway 
Museum was not available as originally planned. An embargo 
on steam-hauled trains over the Settle-Carlisle line and under 
the electrified wires at Carlisle at the time meant that the 
vintage train had to be diesel-hauled from Hellifield to Carlisle 
and back.

The Centenary Day ended with a grand Banquet in a marquee 
adjacent to the station in Settle and at which the special guests 
included Bishop Eric Treacy, O.S. Nock, David Jenkinson, BR 
officials and the mayors of Carlisle, Appleby and Settle.
    



THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST CLOSURE
Although not specifically promoted to keep 
the line open, the importance of the Dales 
Rail scheme, introduced by the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park Authority in 1975 and 
the brainchild of National Park Officer 
Colin Spreakman, in contributing to the 
ultimate saving of the line from closure 
cannot be under-estimated. At the heart of 
this innovative scheme was an integrated 
programme of trains, buses and guided 
walks for visitors to the Dales; it also allowed 
dalesfolk to visit Carlisle and Leeds for 
shopping purposes. The scheme proved to be 
both popular and profitable. An earlier special 
charter train for ramblers had shown the 
potential for such an enterprise.

In advance of the first closure notice being 
issued, the Friends of the Settle-Carlisle 
Line Association (FoSCLA) had been formed 
in 1981 to highlight the plight of the line 
and to generate support against impending 
closure. A Joint Action Committee was 
formed comprising representatives from the 
Friends, County Councils and other bodies 
to spearhead the campaign against closure. 
Support from MPs and the media was 
enlisted; questions were asked in Parliament. 
Public meetings were held throughout the 
country and over 22,000 objections to the 
proposed closure were eventually registered. 
Meanwhile, two further public notices 
proposing closure had to be issued by British 
Rail in 1984 because of errors in the earlier 
notice. 

Under Ron Cotton’s initiative, however, 
more regular BR services over the line were 
introduced in 1985-6, eight of the twelve 
stations closed in 1970 were re-opened “on 
an experimental basis” in 1986 and the line 

RUNDOWN & 
CLOSURES
When the London, Midland and Scottish 
Railway (LMS) was formed in 1923, the 
Midland’s Settle – Carlisle line had to give way 
to the main line of its former rival, the LNWR, 
as the premier route between London and 
Scotland.

Under the LMS, Scotby was the first station to 
close in 1942. This was followed in 1952 under 
British Railways by three more stations: Crosby 
Garrett, Ormside and Cotehill. Cumwhinton 
followed in 1956.

Heavy use of the line was made during World 
War 2 and for many decades it was also used 
as an important testing route for locomotive 
performance. Despite the introduction of 
named passenger expresses such as The 
Thames-Clyde Express  and The Thames-
Forth Express (1927), The Waverley (1957) and 
the fast overnight non-stop Condor freight 
service between London and Glasgow (1959), 
the line began to see a serious and steady 
decline. Through services on the Hawes branch 
between Northallerton and Garsdale were 
withdrawn in 1954; in 1959 passenger services 
between Hawes and Garsdale were withdrawn 
altogether.

The first proposals for the closure of the 
entire line came with the Beeching Report 
of 1963, but closure was rejected in 1964. 
However, with the exception of Settle and 
Appleby, all remaining twelve stations 
became unstaffed halts in 1967, only to be 
closed entirely in 1970.

Passenger services, too, were eventually 
reduced to only two trains per day and 
freight traffic became almost non-existent. 
Long distance expresses were either 
withdrawn or re-routed although the line 
proved to be a useful diversionary route 
when the West Coast Main Line was either 
blocked or closed for track maintenance. 
It was all too evident that BR’s long-term 
policy, despite denials to the contrary, 
was ultimately to close the line and, not 
surprisingly, the first closure notice was 
announced on 13 December 1983. Mr Ron 
Cotton of BR was appointed to oversee the 
closure procedure.   

marketed in a vigorous and attractive manner, 
appealing primarily to its scenic splendour as 
it crossed the high Pennines. Not surprisingly, 
as a result of all of these initiatives, ticket 
sales rose dramatically and revenue tripled. 

Meanwhile, in order to extend the operational 
life of the crumbling Ribblehead viaduct, 
the line across this structure was reduced 
to single track in 1985. And in 1986 public 
hearings were held by the Transport Users’ 
Consultative Committee to consider the 
objections which had been raised against 
closure of the line.  

In 1987 English Heritage offered £1m towards 
the cost of repairing Ribblehead viaduct. 
Further sums were offered by the Friends 
and other bodies for repair and future 
maintenance.

In 1988 British Rail even proposed selling 
the line to a private buyer. A Prospectus 
was issued and although a few bids were 
submitted, not one was accepted. The trial 
repairs to a section of Ribblehead viaduct 
undertaken during the summer to aid 
prospective buyers had indicated that the 
total cost of repairing the entire structure 
would be in the region of £2.75m - £3.25m, 
a sum considerably lower than the £6m 
suggested by British Rail at the outset and 
given as the major reason for wanting to 
close the line! This, and the significantly 
increased revenue, substantially weakened 
the case for closure. Notwithstanding 
all these developments, the Minister of 
Transport announced on 16 May 1988 that 
he was minded to close the line unless other 
alternative proposals for its continuing in use 
could be found.

A hiker using Dales Rail, Kirkby Stephen, May 1992. R. Lancaster

Settle signal box in disrepair, 16 November 1992. British RailMeagre services at unstaffed Ribblehead station, 1968. Nigel Mussett



REPRIEVE AND RENAISSANCE
The new Secretary of State for Transport, Paul 
Channon, MP, finally announced on 11 April 1989 
that he had decided to refuse consent for British 
Rail to close the Settle-Carlisle line.

The Transport Secretary, Michael Portillo, MP, 
who had played no mean role in helping the 
Government to reach this decision, wrote to say 
that it was now up to those who had campaigned 
so hard to keep the line open to make sure that 
the line remained commercially viable.

Almost immediately far-reaching plans were made 
to renovate the derelict structures and buildings 
after years of neglect. In 1989 extensive repairs 
were made to Ribblehead and other important 
viaducts to make them waterproof and structurally 
sound, a task which lasted for several years and 
cost over £2.5m.  

In 1990 the Settle-Carlisle Railway Trust was 
formed with the primary aim of restoring and 
maintaining important structures along the line. 
It subsequently purchased long leases on the 
stations at Horton-in-Ribblesdale, Ribblehead and 
Kirkby Stephen. It later also purchased the station 
master’s house at Ribblehead.

In 1991 the entire Settle-Carlisle corridor was 
granted Conservation Area status and in 1992 
the Settle-Carlisle Development Company was 
formed to help promote and support scheduled 
rail services on the line and encourage appropriate 
development throughout the area served by the 
railway.

In 1994, under the 1993 Railways Act, private 
franchises took over operating the scheduled 
passenger services, Railtrack (later Network Rail) 
spent well over £100m in track renewal, new 
signalling and other work. Regular freight working 
over the line returned after an absence of over ten 
years, reaching the full capacity experienced today, 
with regular heavy loads of coal, gypsum, cement 
and timber traversing the route.

Travellers today enjoy smooth quiet rides over 
70 miles of continuous welded track and can 
appreciate the high standard of upkeep of the 
stations, much of which is due to the large 
number of volunteers who work in support of staff 
from Network Rail. A uniform style of decoration 
and design has been adopted which, together with 
the characteristic Midland Railway architecture 
of the 1870s, helps to provide something rather 
unique for the rail traveller in Britain today.     

Some of the many projects undertaken since the 
reprieve of 1989 are illustrated here, together with 
a selection of some of the notable events which 
have taken place.

BRIDGE REPLACEMENT Left: a new bridge for Kirkby Thore, 9 July 2009. Birse 
Rail Right: replacement of bridge No. 288 at Langwathby. Mark Rand

Guided walk 
over the site 
of Ribblehead 
shanty town 
sites.
Nigel Mussett

New station 
platform shelter, 
Langwathby.
Nigel Mussett

Recent station 
renovations seen 
here at Garsdale.
Nigel Mussett

BR REPAIRS TO RIBBLEHEAD VIADUCT 1990-1  Left: viaduct from the west, with scaffolding. Centre: cracking on the voussoir. 
Right: drilling into one of the piers. British Rail



Track relaying in progress, giving continuous welded rail throughout the length of the line.
Pete Shaw, W.R. Mitchell

Press Notice accompanying the announcement by Secretary of State Paul Channon and letter from Public Transport 
Minister Michael Portillo 11 April 1989 announcing the reprieve of the Settle-Carlisle line.

The Settle-Carlisle line continues to serve as 
an indispensible diversionary route for services 
over the West Coast Main Line. Here, No. 57306 
tows a Euston to Glasgow Pendolino set near 
Horton in Ribblesdale on 19 May 2007. Pete Shaw 

The spectacular Settle-Carlisle route has 
always been a firm favourite with steam 
enthusiasts. British Rail’s embargo of 
1967 was lifted in 1978 and steam-hauled 
excursions continue to provide an added 
dimension to the success, appeal and total 
experience of the ‘S&C’. Preserved LMS No. 
5690 Leander is seen here at Garsdale on 
27 November 2010. Pete Shaw

New clock at Dent station, one of 
several installed in 2006. Nigel Mussett

Re-opening of Ribblehead viaduct 30 October 1989 A 
waterproof membrane was laid during a two-week 
closure. Pete Shaw

Presentation to FoSCL and the 
Settle-Carlisle Railway Trust for the 
restoration of stations on the line 
2004. Left - right: Edward Album 
(Trust Chairman), Heidi Mottram 
(Northern Rail) and Philip Johnston 
(FoSCL Chairman). FoSCL Archive

Second 
Ribblehead 
viaduct walk 
July 2009.
Pete Shaw

Renovated signal box at 
Armathwaite 1992. Pete Shaw

The Settle-Carlisle Railway Trust was launched in 1990. 
Settle-Carlisle Railway Trust Archive

An example of the new heritage 
lighting installed at all stations in 
use on the line. Nigel Mussett

A trolley service is provided on 
many of the scheduled services. 
Nigel Mussett

On-trains guides are popular with 
many visitors travelling over the 
line for the first time. Nigel Mussett

MODERN FREIGHT WORKING OVER THE LINE
Regular freight traffic over the line involves the transport of several commodities.

Originates from the Ayrshire coalfield or is imported via Scotland, 
and is sent south to coal-fired power stations, chiefly those in South 
Yorkshire.

A by-product of the processes involved in the removal of sulphur 
dioxide from effluent gases of coal-fired power stations. It is 
imported by British Gypsum for use at their Kirkby Thore works in the 
production of plasterboard and other products.

Produced by the burning of limestone quarried at Clitheroe.

Destined for the works at Chirk in North Wales. Some of it is felled 
from forests in the Yorkshire Dales and some is brought down over the 
line from Scotland or the Borders. 

COAL 

DESULPHOGYPSUM 

CEMENT

TIMBER 

DESULPHOGYPSUM No. 60082 Mam Tor en route to 
Kirkby Thore from Drax power station at Blea Moor 
on 21 July 1997. Pete Shaw

COAL No. 66623 Bill Bolsover en route to Fiddlers 
Ferry at Ribblehead on 6 January 2010. Pete Shaw

CEMENT No. 66107 en route to Moss End 
near Birkett tunnel, 14 April 2010. Pete Shaw

TIMBER No. 47739 hauls timber loaded at 
Ribblehead on 27 August 2010. Pete Shaw


