
Introduction 

Chronicles of Courage – how we agonised over that title! How to feature our local stories against the 

backdrop of the horror that was taking place overseas; and then encompass it in just a few words. 

 

In this exhibition we wanted to show how courage was being shown in different ways by people 

from all walks of life. There were the men who went overseas to fight in the great battles of 1916; 

the horrific injuries that were inflicted meant medical advances and innovations were being made 

almost daily by medical personnel who braved frontline conditions.   

 

There were the people who stayed at home to keep the economy and support going all the while 

awaiting the dreaded telegram bearing bad news, some families received more than one; and then 

there were those for whom conscription and even war itself went against the grain and felt it their 

duty to object in some way.  

 

There were several battles and events of 1916 that were particularly noteworthy which began to 

show the futility and despair of the ongoing war. Millions of lives were affected across the globe 

with great courage shown at every turn. 

 

We can be very proud; and here, we remember and salute the courage shown by the people of the 

Craven area. 
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Timeline 1916 

 
 

Home  
 

Abroad 

Jan 
 
27 

   
 
Conscription introduced 

 
8 

  
 Evacuation of Gallipoli completed 

Feb 
10 

 
  Military Service Act comes into force 
 
 

 
 
 
21 

  
 
 
 German attack on Verdun 

Mar  
 
 

 
11 

 
Opening battles of Isonzo between Italy and 
Austria Hungary 

Apr 
 
24 
 
27 

 
  
 Easter Rebellion in Ireland 
 
  Martial Law proclaimed in Dublin 

 
19 
 
29 

 
 German East Africa taken by British 
 
Surrender of British Forces to Turks at Kut –el-
Amara (Mesopotamia) 

May 
1 
16 
20/21 

 
Collapse of Irish Rebellion 
2

nd
 Military Service Bill becomes law 

Daylight Saving Act (British Summer Time) 

 
 
 
21 
 
31/1 
June 

 
  
  
German attack on Vimy Ridge 
 
Battle of Jutland 

June 
5 
 
8 

 
Lord Kitchener drowned in HMS    Hampshire 
 2

nd
 Military Service Act  comes into operation 

4 
 
5 

Russia launches Brusilov offensive against 
Austria - Hungary 
Arab revolt against Turkey with British support 
(Lawrence of Arabia) 

July 
 
7 

 
  
 David Lloyd George becomes Secretary of 
State for War 
 

1 Battle of the Somme begins 

Aug 
 
21 

 
 
 Battle of the Somme documentary film 
released 

  

Sept 
2 

 
1st German airship shot down over 
Hertfordshire by Lt Robinson of the Royal 
Flying Corps. (He is awarded the VC) 

 
4 
 
15 

 
Dar – es – Salaam surrenders to British 
 
 First use of tanks during Somme offensive 

Oct    

Nov 
 
 
28 

 
 
 
1

st
 German airplane air raid on London 

 
18 

 
 Ending of Battle of the Somme 

Dec 
6 
 
7 

 
 Board of Agriculture given powers to acquire 
land for allotments 
 Lloyd George replaces Asquith as Prime 
Minister 
 

 
8 
13 
18 
30 

 
 Allied blockade of Greece 
 Britain resumes offensive at Kut 
Ending of Battle of Verdun 
 Rasputin murdered in Russia  

 



On the Home Front 

  

Fund Raising continued, with concerts and entertainments popular ways of raising 

money for the War Fund and the Red Cross. Egg collecting for convalescent soldiers 

was particularly popular with school children. The War Fund gave grants to the 

families of serving soldiers and parcels were sent to all servicemen at Christmas. 

British Summertime was introduced for the first time to try to reduce the number of 

hours that artificial lights were used and so save coal and gas for other purposes to 

aid the war effort. By the Summer Time Act, all clocks were to be put forward by one 

hour at 2am on the 20/21 May 1916. Normal time was to be restored on the night of 

30 September/1 October. 

The Craven Herald often had articles suggesting wartime economies in the home, 

with ideas about using fewer teaspoons of tea in the teapot and adding saltpetre to a 

coal fire to make it burn for longer and more brightly. There were also articles about 

how to grow vegetables in the garden and the best manure to use. 

So, life went on, despite the increasingly ghastly casualty numbers and the 

problems caused by conscription. The people of Craven "got on with it” 

 

  



Folly Exhibition 2016 – CO panels 

[Panel 1] The National Struggle 

Before the outbreak of war many groups worked for peace as did the Liberal Government. Some 

groups were motivated by conscience, informed by religious or ethical beliefs: others by enlightened 

self-interest. With the outbreak of war all these institutions split, leaving only a minority vocal for 

peace. 

THE NATIONAL STRUGGLE 

 FOR PEACE  FOR WAR 

1905 Liberal government comes to power 1905  

1906 International Socialist Congress at Stuttgart 
opposes war except as class struggle.  
More moderate Labour Party formed in UK 

1906 National Service League (mainly 
Conservative) formed, supported by Daily 
Mail.  
Territorial Army established 
Navy starts first Dreadnaught 

1907 Triple Entente (Britain, France, Russia) aims 
to contain Germany 

1907  

1911  1911 Navy completes 18 Dreadnaughts, ensuring 
naval supremacy 

1912 Quakers publish Our Testimony for Peace 1912 

Conscription debated in Parliament 
1913 Independent Labour Party publishes A Case 

Against Conscription 
Quakers set up Northern Friends Peace 
Board 

1913 

1914 Fellowship of Reconciliation (FoR) and No-
Conscription Fellowship (N-CF) formed 

1914 War declared 
German atrocities in Belgium widely 
reported 

1915  1915 Gallipoli disaster: Liberal government gives 
way to coalition 

1916  1916 Military Service Act introduces conscription 

 

THE SPLITS 1914-15 

PARLIAMENT: A few left-wing Labour and Liberal MPs, including 4 Quaker MPs, oppose war; most 

MPs support it. 

LABOUR MOVEMENT: A minority oppose the war, but a majority oppose conscription 

CHURCHES: Quakers lead opposition to war, although about one-third of eligible Quaker men enlist. 

Pacifists, a minority in many other churches, form the ecumenical FoR. 

WOMEN: From a position of opposition to war, Emmeline Pankhurst led the Women's Social and 

Political Union to support it, while her daughter Sylvia set up the Women’s Suffrage Federation, 

opposing it. 

 



[Panel 2] CONSCIENCE AND TRIBUNALS 

Patriotic fervour, strong at the start of the war, intensified as the debate about conscription 

developed. The national and local debates about ‘conscience’ became increasingly polarised. Local 

clergy became involved – on both sides.  

In January 1916 the Military Service Act imposed conscription but allowed appeals to Military 

Tribunals. Tribunals could give exemption on grounds of conscience, but acted harshly. 

Military Tribunals received ¾ million applications by the end of June, but only about 3% were on 

grounds of conscience.  

Exemption, if allowed, could be ‘unconditional’ (usually only on health grounds), ‘conditional’ (on 

performing a particular job) or ‘from combatant duties only’.  

Those from North Craven who appealed on grounds of conscience to the Military Tribunals were: 

SURNAME FIRST 
NAME 

FROM Y.O.B. MOTIVA
TION 

TRIBUNAL OUTCOME 

Preston John Airton 1887 W HL Wandsworth 

Preston William Airton 1885  HL Durham 

Bibby  Edward  Bentham 1887 Q FAU  

Bruce  Sam Bentham 1883 Q WNI 

Bruce  William Bentham 1880 Q WNI 

Carr James Bentham 1893 Q FAU France 

Crossley  Fred Bentham 1883 Q WNI then FWVRC France 

Cumberland  George Bentham 1889 Q FAU Farm Work 

Cumberland  Stephen Bentham 1894 Q FAU France 

Cumberland  William Bentham 1888 Q HL Wormwood Scrubs 

Davey Thomas Bentham 1879 Q HL Wormwood Scrubs 

Ford  Charles Bentham 1880 Q WNI 

Grime  Joseph Bentham 1887 Q  

Harvey  Philip Bentham 1886 Q WNI 

Hodgson  Richard Bentham 1882 Q & W HL Winchester 

Holmes Bernard Bentham 1901 Q FWVRC France 

Holmes Edward Bentham 1898 Q FAU France 

Hutchinson  William Bentham 1887 Q FAU 

Jackson  Richard Bentham 1893 Q FAU Hospital ship 

Knowles  Charles  Bentham 1880 Q Imprisoned Armley 

Knowles  Thomas Bentham 1871 Q Exemption 

Swain  Norman Bentham 1897 Q & W FAU Hospital ship 

Towler  John Bentham 1896 Q & M Imprisoned 3 times HL 

Towler  Stephen Bentham 1898 Q Exemption 

Towler William Bentham 1883 Q Imprisoned 3 times HL 

Whitaker  Frank  Bentham 1892 N-CF Imprisoned Durham 

Whitfield  Frank Bentham 1896 A-CL Imprisoned Armley 

Whitfield Thomas Bentham 1898  HL Wormwood Scrubs 

Whittaker  Wilcock Bentham 1887 Q FAU France 

Wilshaw John Bentham 1889 M & Q WNI 

Wilson  Howard Bentham 1891 Q FAU France 

Capstick John Burton 1884  HL 

Townley George Clapham 1896 W Dartmoor 

Atkinson Hinley Ingleton 1891 UDC Exemption 



Berry Tom  Ingleton 1881 B & Q HL Winchester 

Dowbiggin William Ingleton 1899 C of E HL Wormwood Scrubs 

Halstead Samuel Ingleton 1889  HL 

Lupton Harry Ingleton 1897  HL 

Whaley Arthur Ingleton 1881  Imprisoned 3 times HL 

Foster Rennie Long Preston 1889 Chr HL Wormwood Scrubs 

Horner Bryan Settle 1897 Q FWVRC 

Horner Edward Settle 1890 Q FAU Hospital ship 

Horner Michael Settle 1895 Q FAU France 

Horner Wilfred Settle 1893 Q FAU; Croix de Guerre 

Hunt Ben Settle 1880 Q FAU 

Hunt John Settle 1879 Q Exemption 

Jackson Archibald Settle 1885 Q FAU France 

Horner Mabel (F) Settle 1901 Q FWVRC Maternity Hosp. 

Key: “B” = Baptist; “Chr” = Christadelphian; “FAU” = Friends Ambulance Unit; “FWVRC” = Friends 

War Victims Relief Committee; “HL” = Hard Labour; “M” = Methodist; “Q” = Quaker; “UDC” = Union 

of Democratic Control; “W” = Weslyan; “WNI” = Work of National Importance  

  

 

[Panel 3] CONSCIENCE AND CONSEQUENCES (images removed - copyright) 

At the start of the war British and Irish Quakers set up and funded organisations to meet needs 

which appeared unmet by other organisations. These included the Friends War Victims' Relief 

Committee (FWVRC) and the Friends Ambulance Unit (FAU). 

FAU: Set up in September 1914, the FAU ran the dressing sheds in Dunkirk; seven hospitals in 

Flanders and four in England; five ambulance units which carried over 260,000 wounded soldiers of 

all nationalities; four ambulance trains which carried 520,000 patients; and two hospital ships which 

carried 33,000 patients. Working under the Red Cross, its staff were voluntary, unpaid, un-enlisted, 

and non-military. They were not part of the R.A.M.C. or the Non-Combatant Corps. They did not take 

the military oath, bear arms, or undertake military duties. 

FWVRC: The FWVRC started work in November 1914 to serve those displaced by the war as it rolled 

over France. It included doctors, nurses and architects who fabricated temporary housing, provided 

medical services, food and clothing, and helped re-start agriculture and schools. They worked in 

Holland among Belgian refugees, in Russia, Poland, Serbia and, after the war, in Germany. The British 

Government provided some funding for this work in France. 

Prison: Some 7,200 COs (including 19 from North Craven) would not accept the role handed down to 

them by the Tribunals and spent up to three years in prison, generally with hard labour, which 

showed the strength of their belief that war was wrong.  

In 1916 Richmond Castle became a base for the Non-Combatant Corps and COs from the north of 

England were sent there to join up. Sixteen men refused military orders and were secretly sent to 

France and sentenced to be shot but, following a long pause in the sentencing, they were reprieved 

and their death sentences commuted to 10 years in prison. 



Following the 6
th
 Dukes 

 

Many of the local lads had joined the Territorial Army before the 

war. Now they were in the 1/6
th
 Battalion of the Duke of 

Wellington’s Regiment 

 

Early in 1916, the 6th Dukes were at Herzeele, recovering from a dreadful gas attack 

on 19 December whilst at Elverdingue.  

In mid - February the battalion marched to the Somme area. A pattern evolved – 

bayonet practice, drill, simulated attacks, dummy bomb throwing, lectures and route 

marches. Working parties dug trenches and railway cuttings. Church Service on 

Sundays and every other week the chance to have a bath and a delouse. 

The work became more intensive in June – working parties were busy laying cables, 

making barbed concertina wire, digging roads and dugouts. 

On the night of 30 June, the battalion moved into assembly trenches in Aveluy 

Wood. They were not needed on that first terrible day, but on 4 – 9 July they were in 

the front line trenches south of Thiepval Wood, surrounded by dead bodies and 

badly damaged trenches. They suffered many casualties themselves, including 

Privates Wooff and Ellershaw of Settle. Between 9 July and 19 Aug, the battalion 

alternated between the trenches and brigade reserve at Northern Bluff, Authuille. A 

brief respite in billets at Forceville was followed by a return to the front line at the end 

of August. The attack on 3 September resulted in a terrible bombardment by the 

enemy on the Bluff and the 6th Dukes suffered 32 casualties. Throughout September 

they were frequently under attack and there were many more casualties including 

Sergeant John Hepworth, one of the “Lucky Thirteen”. 

October, November and December were wet but much quieter with more time spent 

in billets. On Christmas Day they were billeted at Halloy. They played football and 

enjoyed their dinner of ham and potatoes, plum pudding with rum sauce. 

 

 

  



The Reverend Robert Shipman 

 

Robert Shipman was born in Grantham in 1874. From 1911 to 1925, he 

was vicar at Long Preston Parish Church. In December 1915 he was 

appointed as an Army Chaplain and sailed for France. At first he worked 

at a Casualty Clearing Station near St Omer, close to an aerodrome. He 

described his experiences in letters, printed in the church magazine and 

then published in the Craven Herald. 

He later spent time with the 6th Battalion; some of the lads he would 

have known well. He witnessed the preparations for the Somme 

offensive, but then had to return home, suffering from Trench Fever. He 

described his journey from ambulance to CCS, then by hospital train to 

20 General Hospital at Camiers, followed by hospital ship, another train 

to Charing Cross and so eventually to Darrell’s Hospital in Central 

London. After convalescing in Long Preston, the Rev. Shipman returned 

to his duties with the army until finally returning home in January 1918. 

In a sermon given in Long Preston Church on his return, he spoke of the 

kindness of the men “ the closer they got to the trenches so much closer 

was the sense of brotherhood, and the nearer they got to the firing line 

the extraordinary kindness of the men for each other was most 

remarkable”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Two Lads from Langcliffe 

 

Private Albert Smales 

Albert was born in Langcliffe in 1896. He lived with his family at Willow Wood, 

working first as a doffer at the Cotton Mill, then at the Craven Lime Works. He joined 

the 1/5th Battalion of the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment early in 1916. 

Albert was lost when his Battalion advanced against the Germans on 3 September 

through Martinsart Wood towards Thiepval. They reached the enemy wire but were 

driven back. Albert’s body was never found so his name is recorded on the Thiepval 

Memorial. 

 

Lance Corporal Thomas Monk 

Lance Corporal Thomas Monk was born in Settle in 1888 but his family soon moved  

to Chapel House, Langcliffe. Thomas worked at Horton Quarry and joined the 

Territorials (1/6th Battalion Duke of Wellington’s Regiment) in 1913. He was gassed 

in December 1915 but on return to his unit was appointed Lance Corporal. In August 

1916 he was home on special leave to marry Lily Watson in Langcliffe Church. 

On 15 September, as his battalion were moving into the trenches between Authuille 

and Thiepval, the enemy mounted a bombing attack resulting in many casualties, 

including Thomas who was killed by shrapnel. He is buried at Blighty Valley 

Cemetery. 

  



Lost on 1 July 1916 

 

Farrand Earnshaw was born in Calton in 1890, the youngest son of William and Jane 

Earnshaw, brother of Kayley and uncle of George. He worked as a farm labourer, 

then joined the 10th Battalion of the Yorkshire Regiment (Alexandra, Princess of 

Wales Own). 

On 1 July 1916, Farrand’s Battalion went over the top in the Fricourt region of the 

Somme. They encountered heavy machine gun fire from the enemy and many, 

including Farrand, were killed. His body was never found but he is remembered on 

the Thiepval Memorial. 

 

Also lost that day and remembered at Thiepval: 

Private Alfred Gower, aged 35 of the East Lancashire Regiment. A tailor, he lived on 

Albert Hill, Settle, with his wife Jane. 

Private John Eastham, aged 26 of the same regiment as Farrand. He was a 

quarryman from Horton in Ribblesdale. 

Lance Corporal Ernest Richardson, aged 20 of the King’s Own (Yorkshire Light 

Infantry). He was born in York but his family lived in Ingleton. 

Private Joseph Bateman, aged 22 of the Border Regiment. He was a shoemaker 

from Sedbergh. 

Private Robert Seddon, 20 of the Border Regiment. He was a baker, also from 

Sedbergh. His body was eventually found and he is buried in Lonsdale Cemetery. 

 

  



Dr George W. Middlemiss 

 

 

George was born on 25 January 1877 in Darlington. After obtaining his degree at 

Durham University, he continued his medical training. He then moved to Settle as a 

GP and married Mary in 1907. At first they lived in Kirkgate, but by 1915 were in 

Duke Street. 

With the outbreak of war, George joined the RAMC with the rank of Lieutenant, later 

Captain. He was sent to Gallipoli. The conditions were appalling. The wounded and 

sick were ferried out to the hospital ships on small barges and swung onto the ship 

by cranes, often under shell fire.  Many were suffering terribly from dysentery and 

enteritis. George worked as a doctor on these ships, transporting the casualties to 

Base Hospitals in the Eastern Mediterranean. 

After Gallipoli it is not known where he served but when the war ended he returned 

to Settle and worked as a GP there until he died in 1934. 

 

 

Dr Derwent C. Turnbull 

 

Derwent Turnbull lived with his family at Holly Bank, Giggleswick. He attended 

Giggleswick School with his brothers, leaving in 1909 for Sheffield University 

where he was awarded a degree in medicine in 1914. He obtained a commission 

with the RAMC and in March 1915 was stationed at St Eloi near Ypres. 

On 10 March a fellow officer was wounded and stranded in a shell hole 400 yards 

from the dressing station. Derwent crept out to him and stayed all day keeping his 

wound compressed. With darkness, he and an orderly managed to carry the patient 

to safety but in doing so, Derwent was shot in the lung and died four days later. He 

was mentioned in dispatches and buried in Ramparts Cemetery, Lille Gate at Ypres. 

 

  



Laurence Binyon 

 

Laurence was born on 10 August 1869 in Lancaster but soon after the family moved 

to the vicarage in Burton in Lonsdale where his father was vicar. The countryside 

and Ingleborough made a deep impression on Laurence and his poem “Inheritance” 

begins “To a bare, blue hill wings an old thought roaming”. 

After leaving Oxford University, Laurence worked at the British Museum, eventually 

becoming an expert on Oriental prints and drawings. His career blossomed as an art 

critic and writer. 

In 1914, aged 45, moved by the casualties at Mons, he volunteered as a nursing 

orderly at the Red Cross Hospital at Arc-en-Barrois. There he helped care for the 

wounded of Verdun. 

After the war, Laurence returned to his family and the British Museum, to writing 

books and poetry, dying in 1943. 

He is best remembered for four lines of his poem “For the Fallen” 

 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 
We will remember them. 

 

  



Nurses 

 

Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing Service and The 

Territorial Nursing Service were staffed with professional 

nurses. The Voluntary Aid Detachment was made up of 

volunteers trained by the Red Cross or St John Ambulance. 

 

 

Doris Procter 

 

Doris was born in Settle in 1892 to a large family. Her father, James, was a tailor and 

her mother, Mary Ann, a sweet maker who was also a member of the Settle Division 

of the St John Ambulance. With this background it would be natural for Doris to 

become a nurse. She joined the VADs at the outbreak of war and served throughout. 

For much of the war she worked at the Base Military Hospital in Leicester. On 17 

December 1918, she died from pneumonia following on from influenza. Doris is 

buried in the churchyard of Holy Ascension in Settle. 

 

 

Fanny Mason 

 

Fanny was born in Hawes to Thomas and Catherine Mason on 7 June 1889. Her 

father was a cabinet maker. By 1901, the family had moved to Ivy Fold, Giggleswick. 

In 1911, after working as a maid in Cross Hills, Fanny went to the Bagthorpe 

Infirmary in Nottingham. Here she trained and qualified as a Staff Nurse and in 

September 1915 applied to join the Reserves or QAIMNSR. She was accepted and 

was sent to the Royal Herbert Hospital in Woolwich. 

On Good Friday, 6 April 1917 Fanny travelled by train for Southampton. There she 

would board HMHS Salta. On 10 April as they approached Le Havre, the ship hit a 

mine and exploded. 52 lives were lost, including Fanny. Her name is inscribed on a 

special memorial in Ste Marie Cemetery, Le Havre. 



 

Minerva Robinson 

 

Minerva’s family lived in Wigglesworth. She was born in 1891, attended Settle High 

School and was something of a rebel. She was determined to become a nurse but 

when her father drove her to the station in the pony and trap, he remarked “I’ll give 

you a week”. Years later, Minerva confessed that had he not said that, she would 

have given up.  

She trained at Victoria Hospital in Keighley where her first job was taking socks to 

the morgue to put on the corpses’ feet! With the outbreak of war, she worked at St 

Luke’s Hospital in Bradford as an army nurse. There she met Fred Whitney, an 

orderly. They married in 1921 and had two girls. Minerva continued to nurse after the 

war ended. 

  



Worthy of Mention 

 

The War Diaries of the 6th and 10th Battalions have been invaluable research tools for this exhibition. 

Often men are mentioned by name, usually after acts of bravery. Here are three such men: 

 

HENRY KELLY VC 

 

 

Born in Collyhurst in Manchester, Henry was employed at the local postal sorting office and also 

trained with the Manchester Royal Engineers Territorial Regiment. In September 1914 he enlisted as 

a private in the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. From there he transferred to the Manchester 

Regiment where he became a Lance-Corporal; two weeks later he was a Sergeant-Major. He was 

commissioned as a 2nd-Lieutenant in May of 1915 into the Duke of Wellington’s West Riding 

Regiment; he left for France with the rest of the 10th Battalion in August 1915. 

 

In October 1916 he was engaged in the fierce fighting at Le Sars; here is the report from the War 

Diary 

 

 



For this act of bravery Kelly was awarded not only the Victoria Cross but also the Belgian Croix de 

Guerre and the French Médaille Militaire. 

 

He received the ribbon for his VC whilst still in the field on 29th November by which time he held the 

rank of Captain 

 

 

 

THOMAS HENRY EDMONSON 

 

 

Before the war Thomas worked as a postman covering the large area from Langcliffe to Malham 

Moor; he was married to Annie and they lived at The Green in Langcliffe. Along with the rest of 

Tunstill’s Men he left for France in August 1915. 

Almost a year later the whole Battalion was engaged in the taking of Contalmaison at the beginning 

of July. During this fighting Thomas was mentioned by name in the Battalion War Diary. 

 

 

 

The Craven Herald was to report that Thomas had been awarded the Military Cross for this bravery; 

however, there is no record of him having received the award. Later in the month the Battalion was 

once more fighting in the same area; this time Thomas was seriously wounded in both legs resulting 

in a ‘Blighty Ticket’ for him. 

 

WILLIAM JONES 

 

William was born in Acton in Middlesex in 1885 and seems to have been a career soldier. In 1914 he 

was living in Long Preston and working as a railway porter; he joined up with Gilbert Tunstill from 

there. 



 

Previously he had been a boy soldier and bandsman in the Border Regiment seeing service in 

Gibraltar and Rangoon; he left after serving the twelve years he had signed up for. 

 

Another soldier involved in the fighting at Contalmaison, he is also mentioned in the War Diary and 

recommended for the Military Medal, which he was subsequently awarded. 

 

  

He seems not to have further connection with Long Preston or indeed Craven after the war. 

  



KAYLEY EARNSHAW DCM Died 9 June 1916 

 

 

 

Kayley Earnshaw was the son of William and Jane Earnshaw, née Kayley and brother of Private 

Farrand Earnshaw (died 1 July 1916), he was also the uncle of Ordinary Seaman George Earnshaw 

(died at the Battle of Jutland 31 May 1916). He married his wife Ellen in 1905 and they lived in the 

Scosthrop area of Malhamdale. 

Kayley had previously seen active service as a gunner in the Boer War where he participated in the 

capture of Spion Kop and the relief of Ladysmith. 

Before 1914 Kayley was under gardener for Mr. Dudley Illingworth at Hanlith Hall, being well 

respected by all in the district. 

When Gilbert Tunstill called for volunteers Kayley responded and went to France with the rest of the 

Battalion in August 1915. During fighting in the trenches in March and April 1916 Kayley was 

awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for digging out a Lewis Gun that had been buried by a 

shell explosion, he subsequently got the gun working again and carried on firing. 

By June the Battalion had moved to Bouvigny to the north of Arras where they continued to come 

under heavy fire; on 9 June Kayley took a direct hit from a trench mortar and was killed instantly. 

Gilbert wrote to his widow ‘… I remember him as a civilian, and I knew him as a soldier, and you have 

my sympathy in losing a husband who was a very brave and valiant soldier. I have tonight seen him 

buried…’ 

Kayley lies at Bois-De-Noulette British Cemetery, Aix-Noulette.   



RICHARD DAVIES ELLISON 8 July 1916 

 

 

 

 

Richard was born in Rawtenstall, Lancashire around 1895; he was still living there at the time of the 

1911 census. However, by 1914, when he signed up with Gilbert Tunstill, he was working as a 

gardener at Bolton Hall. 

 

He was killed during the fighting around Contalmaison at the beginning of July; he was buried at 

Becourt Military Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt and is commemorated on the Bolton-by- Bowland 

memorial. 

 

 

 

  



JOHN BRUCE DAVIDSON 14 July 1916 

 

 

 

 

 

John was born in Sedbergh around 1896 and was working as a railway porter when the 1911 census 

was taken. His family were living at Dent at the time of his death aged just 20. 

 

He died of gunshot wounds to the face when the Battalion were still heavily involved in the fighting 

around Contalmaison and Albert. 

 

On 28 July 1916 the West Yorkshire Pioneer published a report of his memorial service in which the it 

was said that ‘The Vicar spoke highly of deceased, whom he had known as a scholar in the Sunday 

School, member of his Bible Class, candidate for confirmation, communicant, and member of the 

choir. An excellent report of him had been received from the Chaplain of the Forces’. 

 

He was buried at St Sever cemetery extension, Rouen. 



THOMAS RIGBY 21 July 1916 

 

Thomas was born at Slaidburn in about 1890; by 1911 he was working on his father’s farm at 

Lawson’s House, Sawley. 

At the front he was a stretcher bearer, but earlier in 1916 he had been sent home, spending eleven 

weeks in hospital, with food poisoning after drinking ‘bad water’. On his return to France he was 

again employed as a stretcher-bearer. It was whilst performing this duty that his arm was injured by 

shrapnel on 10 July when the Battalion was engaged in fighting at Contalmaison. 

Complications set in and once more he returned to England for treatment. His parents visited him in 

the hospital at Frensham and found him well and in good spirits. Unfortunately his condition 

deteriorated and he died from his wounds on 21 July. He was buried at St Ambrose churchyard, 

Grindleton; the local brass band played and the millworkers stopped work to attend the funeral. 

On 11 August the Clitheroe Times published an extract from a letter sent to Thomas’s father from 

Captain Gilbert Tunstill in which he said: 

‘I have only just heard the sad news that your son, who was the best stretcher bearer that anyone 

could ever wish to have, died in hospital at Frensham. Please accept very deepest sympathy. Rigby 

was one of those who had been in my company since it was formed. He was a bandsman until we 

came out a year ago, and has been a stretcher bearer ever since. I was hoping he had got a slight 

wound and would have got home and better, and not had to come out again. We have been fighting 

more or less continuously since your son was wounded and our losses are naturally heavy. It may be 

some consolation to you to know that I recommended your son to the Commission Office, the day 

he was hit, for very brave and gallant conduct in bringing in wounded across the open under very 

heavy fire.’ 



ARTHUR WILLIAM BAILEY 29 July 1916 

 

 

 

 

Arthur William Bailey was born in Liverpool; however, in the years leading up to his enlistment in 

1914, he was working at the Craven Poultry Farm at Otterburn. It was during this time that he 

possibly came in to contact with Gilbert Tunstill.  

 

On 29 July 1916 the battalion was engaged in very heavy fighting just north of Contalmaison at 

Munster Alley Trench. Arthur was manning a machine gun in the reserve trenches when the 

Germans retaliated, killing him and the rest of his section. He was 20 years old and is 

commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.  

 

His younger brother Herbert Leslie was also killed in action on 21 March 1918, like Arthur he was 

only 20, he is commemorated at Arras.   

 

 



ALBERT HERD 21 August 1916 

 

 

 

Albert was born in Waddington in about 1894; in 1911 he was living with his parents and assisting in 

the family grocery business. 

He was a dedicated churchgoer; he sang in the choir and helped with Sunday school and catechism 

classes, he also served on the altar and as a sacristan. 

Once he had heard Gilbert Tunstill speak in 1914 he was the first from his village to volunteer with  

Near Ploegsteert on the night of 21 August the battalion was engaged in the digging of a new trench 

designed to take them nearer to the enemy. This undertaking was led by Captain Tunstill, the next 

day he wrote to Albert’s parents 

"I am distressed to have to tell you that your son Sergeant A. Herd of my Company was killed last 

night by a bullet. You have my deepest and heartfelt sympathy in your loss of such a brave son and 

may God comfort you in this loss. It may be some little consolation to you to know that he gained his 

promotion through conspicuous gallantry, on the field during our recent attacks and his name has 

been sent in by me twice for great bravery and good work… One thing, he did not suffer pain; he was 

unconscious from the time he was hit until he died ten minutes later. We buried him to-day in a little 

cemetery and a cross will mark his grave..." 

Albert was buried in the Berks Cemetery Extension near Ploegsteert in Belgium. 

 



JOSEPH EDWARD PRESTON 4 October 1916 

 

 

 

 

Joseph was born around 1890 at Brookhouse, Caton; he was a member of the church choir and took 

on many solos as treble, alto and tenor. After leaving school he went to work as a labourer at the 

brickworks and was still there in 1911. Later he worked as a porter at Hellifield Station; it was from 

his lodgings in Hellifield that he enlisted with Gilbert Tunstill along with his cousin Hugh Robinson. 

Two of Joseph’s pals, Albert Dury and Christopher Ralph, also enlisted with Tunstill; all three were to 

lose their lives during the heavy fighting at the beginning of October. 

 

By October 1916, having come through the battles around Contalmaison and Albert, the Battalion 

was involved in action at Le Sars.  

 

Hugh happened to see Joseph on the morning of 4 October; Joseph reported that they were going 

over the top to ‘have a do’ at the Germans. Hugh later learned that Joseph had been hit by a shell 

and killed instantly. 

 

Joseph is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.  



EDWIN ISHERWOOD 5 October 1916 

 

 

 

 

Edwin and his brother, Walter, were very keen to sign up with Gilbert Tunstill after hearing his 

appeal for volunteers as he did his tour of the area. Edwin was working for Thomas Barrow on his 

farm at Higher Birkett near Edwin’s family home at Newton-in-Bowland.  

 

Unfortunately Walter was taken ill during training and died of pneumonia in 1914; whilst on leave to 

attend the funeral, Edwin himself was also taken seriously ill. He spent several weeks at home in a 

critical condition, however, he made a full recovery and was able to re-join the Battalion before its 

deployment to France in August 1915. 

 

He was another of Tunstill’s men to die at Le Sars on 5 October 1916. He is also commemorated at 

Thiepval. 

  



ALBERT EDWARD DURY 5 October 1916 

 

 

Albert was not local to Craven, having been born and brought up in Nottingham; he was still there at 

the time of the 1911 census when he was working as a railway porter. It was possibly further 

employment on the railways that brought him to Yorkshire; the Settle Almanac places him in 

Clapham in 1914. However we know he was pals with Christopher Ralph and Joseph Preston of 

Hellifield; both railwaymen. All three men lost their lives during the fighting at Le Sars. 

 

Along with Christopher and Joseph, Albert has no known grave; all three are commemorated on the 

Thiepval Memorial. 

 

  



ANTHONY LOFTHOUSE 5 October 1916 

 

 

 

Anthony was born in 1893 at Paythorne near Gisburn; like many in the area his was a farming family.  

Another man to answer Tunstill’s call, he left for France with the rest of the Battalion in August 1915. 

Caught up in the action at Le Sars at the beginning of October 1916 he paid the ultimate price like so 

many more of his fellow men. 

His friend Private Ben Butler wrote to Anthony’s father 

"I am extremely sorry to have to break the news to you. Anthony got killed by a shell in a bombing 

expedition on October 5th. I feel very much upset about him. We were good pals, and he was greatly 

respected by all the lads in the company. I shall miss him very much. I saw him buried and got some 

of his belongings, so I will see you get them. We have had a rough time of it lately, but are out of the 

trenches now for a rest." 

Even though he was initially buried, the grave was lost during subsequent fighting; he, like so many 

others, is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. 

  



ROBERT WILLIAM BELL 5 October 1916 

 

 

 

Robert Bell lived and worked in Settle as a joiner and cabinet maker, alongside his father Joseph. 

Together they ran the company that Robert's grandfather had started in 1829; at the same time he 

served in the Territorials from 1902 to 1908. Soon after the declaration of war, Robert answered the 

call put out by Tunstill and in September 1914, enlisted with the Settle Company of the 10th 

Battalion of the Duke of Wellington's West Riding Regiment, known locally as 'Tunstill's Men'. They 

crossed to France in August 1915. His brother, Sapper J. Bell, served with the Royal Engineers. 

 

At the age of 30, Private Bell was killed on the Somme on 5 October 1916 when the Battalion was 

engaged in fighting at Le Sars. 

 

Robert is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. 

  



CHRISTOPHER RALPH 6 October 1916 

 

 

 

 

Christopher or ‘Kit’ was a little older than his friends; being 30 when he died. He had been born in 

Westmorland but the family must have moved to Hellifield when Kit was still fairly young. In 1911 he 

was working as a goods porter at Hellifield Station. 

In a letter to Kit’s sister Private Harley Bentham, wrote 

 

 "I have been asked by some of the lads to write and tell you how sorry we are and how we 

sympathise with you in your great loss. Kit was a fine chap and a good soldier, and I am sure we all 

liked him. Our Battalion had been in the line four days and were being relieved that night. Kit had 

volunteered to act as guide to the men who were to relieve us, and he was leading them up the 

communication trench when a shell burst right on the parapet close to your brother and hit him. 

Death would be instantaneous; he would not suffer any pain. He has been buried close to the place 

where he fell. He often used to talk of you, and look forward to your letters coming. I ask you to 

accept the sympathy of myself and his pals from Long Preston and district." 

 

Again, although Harley refers to Kit being buried, his grave must have been lost and he is 

commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. 



PERCY HODGSON 13 October 1916 

 

 

 

 

Percy was another of Tunstill’s men who came from a farming background, he lived and worked in 

the area in which he was born around Gisburn and Tosside. 

 

He would have been involved in the fighting the Battalion encountered in the first half of October. 

Having sustained wounds he would have followed the process of being transferred to a hospital near 

the coast for treatment. Unfortunately he did not recover and died of his wounds on 13 October. 

 

He was buried in Ste Marie Cemetery at Le Havre. 

  



Tunstill’s Men Have Their Day 

In September 1914 a local land agent named Gilbert Tunstill inspired 

86 men from Settle and the surrounding districts to join him in 

volunteering in one of Kitchener’s ‘New Armies’. 

The men marched away on 21 September of that year heading for Halifax and then Frensham, where 

other men, mostly from across Yorkshire, swelled their ranks to form the 10th Battalion of the Duke 

of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment. They spent almost a year in training before leaving for France 

in August 1915. 

 

Highs and Lows for the Battalion during 1916  

July – although not involved on the first day of the Somme, the Battalion nevertheless had their fair 

share of heavy fighting, casualties and death. They were part of the 69th Brigade of the 23rd Division 

that captured the heavily defended and important village of Contalmaison on 10 July. At the end of 

the month the Battalion was once again in action around Contalmaison; in all Tunstill lost four of his 

original men during this month. 

August – was mostly spent relocating to Ploegsteert, some seventy miles to the north of 

Contalmaison and about nine miles south of Ypres. A party led by Captain Tunstill dug a trench 

during the night of 21/22 leading south towards the enemy trenches. At the end of the month a 

disaster happened when gas released by the allies drifted over the new trench, resulting in the death 

of one of their own men. 

September – was once again spent on the move, this time back toward the Albert area, about 

seventy miles to the south. During this time Gilbert Tunstill was thrown from his horse and injured; 

he returned home and never saw active service again. The Battalion was back in the front line 

trenches by the end of the month. 

October – saw further heavy fighting especially at the beginning of the month around Le Sars. This 

was the heaviest month for the original Tunstill’s men, seven of whom died. 

November and December – Second Lieutenant Henry Kelly of Manchester received the Victoria 

Cross for his bravery at Le Sars. The whole Battalion had the honour of being inspected by Sir 

Douglas Haig. The end of the year found them back at the 23rd Division Front relieving the 11th West 

Yorkshire Regiment. 

 

 

 

 



Injury and Innovation 

A century before 1916 the main infantry weapon was the single-

round musket that could fire at about four times a minute depending 

on the speed of the loader. 

 

The intervening years had seen many advances in weaponry design and by The Battle of the Somme 

machine-gunners could rattle off about six hundred shots a minute. The high-velocity projectiles 

used caused horrific injuries, twisting through flesh and shattering bones. The fact that much of the 

fighting took place on manured farmland that quickly turned to mud meant that many wounds were 

immediately infected; further damage to bones could occur as the casualties were roughly handled 

on to stretchers to be taken to the nearest Regimental-Aid Post. 

 

The medical staff treating the terrible wounds had to learn and improvise without the basic 

equipment and materials that would be commonplace today. Advances in understanding the nature 

of wounds, and techniques of treating them in order to save lives, had to evolve as the war 

continued.  

 

The Americans and Canadians led the way in blood transfusion technology 

which was attempting to shift away from the donor-to-donor method; the 

catalyst for developing this procedure being WW1. A British-born US Army 

doctor, Captain Oswald Robertson, realised the need to stockpile blood before 

casualties arrived. He and his colleagues advised the RAMC and established 

the first blood-bank on the Western Front in 1917.Blood was treated with 

sodium citrate to prevent clotting and preserved on ice. It could then be 

transported to casualty clearing stations to be used in life-saving surgery. 

 

Welsh surgeon Hugh Owen Thomas developed the splint that took his name, for the stabilisation of 

a broken leg during transport. At the beginning of the war 80% of men with a broken femur died; by 

1916 93% of men with the same injury survived. 

 

The speed at which a casualty could be treated was as important then as it is now. Gradually 

casualty clearing stations and their personnel were moved closer to the front line and became much 

better equipped. More and more men survived as getting them to urgent treatment or surgery 

became a much faster process. 



 

Although penicillin was still a decade away experimentation with antiseptics, such as sodium 

hypochlorite, that fought bacteria, especially in deep wounds, came to be adopted as best-practice 

and was a causative factor in better survival rates. Removing more dead or infected tissue from 

wounds before they were sewn up, also added to the success rate, even without antibiotics. 

 

A greater understanding of how infections such as typhus and trench-fever (both caused by infected 

body lice) were spread, led to better cleanliness and hygiene techniques being tested and 

developed. 

 

The condition that was least understood was so-called ‘shell-shock’. Today we know that it is the 

trauma of the battlefield and witnessing horrific sights that directly affect the mental state. During 

the war it was for some time believed that an injury to the brain had been sustained due to the blast 

from the shell. As more and more of these men were examined an understanding into the workings 

of the brain became clearer and laid the groundwork for the treatment we have today for Post-

Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

 

 

  



Wounded 

“Sergeant copped a blighty, he'll be on his way 

He's thanking God almighty, san fairy ann I say” 

                                                             Soldiers’ slang 

 

The journey from being wounded through to a convalescent hospital 

back home or “Blighty”, was one made by a large number of injured 

soldiers. They were tended by many different people, with stops made at 

various stations along the way. 

In the early days of the war, many soldiers died because it took too long for them to 

be taken to hospital. Often their wounds were infected with anaerobic bacteria from 

the muddy fields. 

Quite quickly, an orderly method for the evacuation of the wounded was established, 

though at times of a “big push”, the system could became completely overwhelmed. 

 Firstly there were Regimental Aid Posts, usually on, or close to, the front line. After 

assessment by a medical officer, the wounded would be moved away from the front 

line by stretcher bearers to an Advanced Dressing Station, a mile or so behind the 

front. Here there would be 2 or 3 medical officers and orderlies, all members of the 

RAMC, sited in an old building or dugout. Here emergency operations could be 

performed and injections given. 

From there the soldiers would be taken several miles, out of range of the guns, to a 

Casualty Clearing Station, travelling by horse - drawn or motor ambulance or lorry. 

These static hospitals were often in tents or huts, staffed by surgeons, anaesthetists, 

nurses and orderlies and volunteers including VADs, the Red Cross and YMCA 

members. 84% of the men who were treated and recovered then returned to their 

units. 

More serious cases were moved by hospital train, motor ambulance or hospital 

barge to a Base Hospital. These were usually sited near the coast, often in old 

seaside hotels, at the army’s main bases such as Boulogne, Le Havre and Etaples. 

At each stage of this journey many, of course, did not survive as evidenced by the 

large war cemeteries nearby. 

Those needing longer term treatment were shipped home to Britain or “Blighty”. 

Existing hospitals were enlarged and many, many more opened.  

Large numbers of country houses became Convalescent Homes. 



 

“Into the Mouth of Hell” 

                                       Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

 

The Battle of the Somme lasted for nearly 5 months and cost the British 

Army 419,655 casualties of whom 150,000 were killed, the remainder 

wounded or maimed. The French casualties numbered 202,567 and the 

German 465,181. 

 

There had been stalemate for months. Gallipoli had been a disastrous mistake and 

the Russians were struggling in Eastern Europe. France and Britain decided to 

attack the enemy where their two armies met in the area of the Somme in early July. 

Detailed planning was interrupted when the Germans attacked the French at Verdun 

in February. The fighting was terrible and lasted until December. The French wanted 

General Haig to attack earlier and take some pressure off Verdun; Haig resisted – he 

wanted his new army of “Kitchener’s Men” and Territorials to be as prepared as 

possible and so 1 July was agreed upon. 

 

The Allies began their bombardment of the German lines on 24 June along a front of 

18 miles. It was intended to destroy the German dugouts and barbed wire but during 

the preceding period of relative quiet, the enemy had been preparing elaborate, deep 

dugouts and trenches carefully sited to overlook the chalky slopes. Their machine 

gun posts were well hidden behind masses of barbed wire and their Maxim machine 

gun could fire up to 500 rounds a minute. Behind the first line was a second and they 

were constructing a third. 

The bombardment lasted for 5 days with continuous shelling which could be heard in 

London. It failed to break the German defences.  

On the morning of 1 July at 7.20 and 7.28 am, several mines were detonated under 

the German lines. Thus warned, when the whistles were blown and the officers led 

their men over the top and into “no man’s land”, the Germans were waiting. 

Expecting to be able to walk across, the men were mown down by the guns. Some 

units did make it across but many were driven back. 20,000 British soldiers were 

slaughtered and 40,000 wounded on that first day. 

Amongst those who died were Alfred Gower of Settle, Farrand Earnshaw of Airton, 

John Eastham of Horton, Ernest Richardson of Ingleton, Joseph Bateman and 

Robert Seddon both of Sedbergh. 



The battles continued throughout the summer and autumn as the allies attempted to 

break through the German line. Troops from the Empire, from Australia, Canada, 

Newfoundland, New Zealand and South Africa all played their part and paid a terrible 

price. Several “Big Pushes” were mounted with little success. Hopes were high on 15 

September when the first tanks were deployed with some success. However, with 

the onset of the autumn rains, the terrain turned into mud. More unsuccessful raids 

followed and finally the Battle of the Somme was brought to an inconclusive end on 

18 November 1916. At best, in some sections, the Allies had advanced 7 – 8 miles. 

 

 

The Battle of Jutland 

 

Since the Battle of Trafalgar, Britain had literally “ruled the waves”. 

During the 1890s, Kaiser Wilhelm challenged Britain’s supremacy by 

building up his fleet. In 1906 Britain launched a heavily armoured 

battleship with long range guns, HMS Dreadnought. There followed a 

race to build the most Dreadnoughts. 

When war broke out the British and French ships blocked the Channel and North 

Sea to stop supplies getting through to Germany. The Germans retaliated with 

underwater attacks by submarines and mines. 

The situation came to a head in late May 1916. The British fleet was anchored at 

Scapa Flow within the Orkney Islands. A British Intelligence Unit had cracked the 

German codes and knew of their plan to lure the Battlecruiser Squadron into action. 

The Germans were not expecting to be confronted by the entire British Grand 

Fleet. 

In the ensuing battle which took place 75 miles off the Danish coast on 31 May, 14 

British ships and over 6,000 sailors were lost. The German navy lost 11 ships and 

over 2,500 men.  

The Germans claimed victory but so many of their ships were badly damaged, they 

were not able to put to sea again during the war. The British Navy however remained 

a powerful fighting force but the British public had received a shock – their navy was 

not quite so invincible. 

  



Local Heroes at the Battle of Jutland 

 

Several young men from the Craven area were lost at the Battle of Jutland. 

When the armoured cruiser HMS Defence exploded and sank, Ordinary Seaman 

George Earnshaw and Lieutenant Stephen Slingsby were killed. They were both 

from Carleton in Craven, though George had been born in Langcliffe. George was 

just 18, Stephen aged 23. 

Ordinary Seaman Harold Shuttleworth, aged 19 and Petty Officer Frank Collings, 

aged 32 went down with the battlecruiser HMS Indefatigable. They were both from 

Cross Hills. Frank was married to Beatrice. 

Engine Room Artificer 4th Class Harold Scrivener from Preston under Scar 

Wensleydale was lost on HMS Queen Mary, also a battlecruiser and Engine Room 

Artificer 5th Class Robert Wilson also from Preston under Scar died on the armoured 

cruiser HMS Black Prince. Harold was 21 and Robert 19 years old. 

Frank Collings, Harold Shuttleworth and Stephen Slingsby are all remembered on 

the Plymouth Naval Memorial and George Earnshaw, Harold Scrivener and Robert 

Wilson on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. 

 

 

 

 


