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THEODORE BAYLEY HARDY V.C., D.S.O., M.C. 

Just three weeks before the Armistice, the Reverend Theodore 

Bayley Hardy, died of wounds at Rouen Hospital. He was the 

most highly decorated non-combatant of the War. 

 

An ordained priest and a teacher, Theodore was Headmaster of Bentham Grammar 

School and then Vicar of St John’s Church, Hutton Roof. In August 1916, at the age 

of 53, he was appointed an Army Chaplain and sent to France.   

He soon gained the affection and admiration of the soldiers – spending time with 

them in the trenches, offering sweets, cigarettes and talk. “It’s only me, boys” he 

would say. When the men went over the top, their padre went with them. He tended 

to their wounds and helped bring the stretchers in. During the Battle of Arras, he 

worked without a break for 36 hours. Later, in Flanders, Theodore waited with a man 

drowning in mud. He stayed with him till he died. For this he was awarded the 

D.S.O.. This was followed by the M.C. for incredible bravery under intense fire. 

In April 1918, Theodore lay beside a young lad whose leg was caught in barbed 

wire, close to a German pill box. Wrapping him in his coat, they whispered about 

cricket. When it was dark, he went to get help, crawling back with a sergeant. 

Together they brought the lad to safety. More acts of selfless bravery were recorded 

for which the King presented him with his Victoria Cross. He refused to go home but 

stayed with his men till he was fatally injured on 12th October. 
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 St John’s Church, Hutton Roof.  Theodore became Vicar here in the summer 

of 1913 

 The Vicarage at Hutton Roof, home to Theodore & Florence and their 

children, William who later became an Army doctor, and Elizabeth who trained 

as a V.A.D nurse in Dunkirk 

 The grave of Theodore’s beloved wife, Florence in Hutton Roof Churchyard. 

Florence due in June 1914. 

 Theodore’s grave in St Sever Cemetery, Rouen 
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